
Welcome 

Clover Leys Spencer Academy opened in September 2021 as a primary school catering for children aged 

4-11. The academy is part of Spencer Academies Trust and benefits from close links with outstanding 

schools and practitioners within the trust who lead on educational development through research across 

Derbyshire and beyond. 

We are keen to create a high performing school based on developing growth mind-sets with an exciting 

and fun curriculum to serve our local community. In this school all children will learn in an environment 

that helps them thrive and understand that their learning has no limits. 

 

 

 

Location 

Because Clover Leys Spencer Academy is currently under development on the Boulton Moor estate, we 

are currently sharing a site with our sister Spencer Trust school, Chellaston Fields Spencer Academy. 

Chellaston Fields has a modern site, complete with up to date facilities, including nurture rooms, a large 

studio hall and extensive outdoor facilities. Just like the prospective Clover Leys site, classrooms at 

Chellaston Fields are airy and large.  

 

 

Catchment area for Clover Leys on the Boulton Moor Estate: Woodsford Drive, DE24 5BQ 

 

 

 



Our Team 

At Clover Leys our friendly and dedicated staff are united in the belief that children need to feel safe and 

happy in order to learn. There is something very special about our school and we are incredibly proud 

of it! The teachers at Clover Leys are not only there to educate your child, but most importantly to 

provide support with nurturing. Without these basic feelings of comfort and security how can we expect 

our children to learn. Pastoral care and understanding plays a key factor in our curriculum with an 

emphasis on safeguarding, relationships, influences and health. 

 

 

Mrs Rebecca Chapman: Principal Designate at Clover Leys Spencer Academy 

 

Our team is committed to ensuring children achieve great things both academically and throughout the 

wider curriculum. They make learning exciting and fun so that every day is memorable!  Through our 

creative and unique curriculum staff at Clover Leys encourage children to ask questions, explore, and 

use independence and resilience.  

Our staff actively engage with, and benefit from, the multitude of high-quality professional 

developments that the Spencer Academies Trust offer. Our professional development is informed by the 

latest research, and supports our staff in their mission to continually improve so that our children benefit 

from high quality teaching and learning. 

If you would like to find out what it is like to be a part of our school family, please come and visit us. We 

would be more than happy to give you a tour of our school and introduce you to the people who make 

it a wonderful place to learn and grow. 



Our Ethos - Who Are We? 

Our Motto 

"Learning Together, Growing Forever" 

 

Our Vision 

“All stakeholders are dedicated to pupil’s learning and how their lives will contribute to the community 

and wider world.” 

 

 

 



Our EVOLVE curriculum drivers 

‘EVOLVE’ is integral in everything that we do at Clover Leys Spencer Academy and is the driver for our 

curriculum. 

                                                                                                                         

Excellence 

To unlock potential for our children and to prepare them for the future, we believe that a growth mind-

set of excellence is crucial. Knowing how to achieve excellence and expecting excellence is key to their 

success in their future. Growth mind-set creates an environment where pupils understand that they will 

be challenged and set problems – sometimes the journey to excellence is difficult and mistakes must be 

made – however Clover Leys pupils will be taught resilience and persistence in order to succeed. 

 

 

             Excellence is a key curriculum driver at Clover Leys. We support our children to be their very best. 

Vision 

Risk taking is essential and we want our children to feel confident in bouncing back from mistakes and 

learn from them. All learning opportunities will challenge and deepen thinking, and children will feel 

encouraged to take risks through the trusted relationships built and the supportive ethos created. Work 

around growth mind-sets will be shared with the children and we will celebrate examples of resilient 



behaviour and learn about famous people who demonstrate these qualities. We want Clover Leys pupils 

to be ambitious and visualise their path to their success and aspirations. 

 

 

 

We encourage pupils to explore and be resilient in their practice 

 

Outdoor Education 

Through the EVOLVE curriculum we will develop curious learners who are always questioning, reflecting 

and challenging their own thinking. A lot of this learning takes place outside in our class outdoor 

learning areas and most predominately in our Forest School setting. Forest School is a child centred 

approach to learning where exploration goes hand in hand with communication and interaction. An 

understanding of our surroundings and environment becomes more prominent in the lives of our 

children and at Clover Leys we support this development and understanding with weekly sessions that 

are linked to our curriculum areas, such as Knowledge and Understanding of the World, Science, Maths, 

Literacy and Art. 

 

Forest School is an integral part of our curriculum, promoting communication and exploration 



Laughter 

We believe that children are more likely to remember and engage in learning if they are having fun. 

Laughter is a main ingredient at Clover Leys. Clear expectations and boundaries result in children being 

happy and settled in their class environments alongside being familiar with routines. We study relevant 

and child friendly topics that inspire and engage. Most importantly our team are friendly, fun loving and 

kind, making the school a safe and happy place to learn. 

 

 

Learning sticks when children are having fun  

Values 

Our four focused values are friendship, respect, tolerance and forgiveness. These key themes are 

intertwined into the children’s personal, social and health education during lessons. The values introduce 

a clear expectation of how to develop a caring and patient environment in our school. The pupil’s social, 

moral, spiritual and cultural experiences are key to the whole school’s learning, building on the cultural 

capital, for example, who do you respect and why? Pupil’s answers should be varied, showing breadth – 

consequently introducing coverage and interest into the curriculum. Importantly, our values are 

strengthened as part of our playground rules. We work hard with our children to accept mistakes and 

learn from their journeys.  

 



 

We share each other’s successes 

Equality, Diversity and Inclusion 

Clover Leys Spencer Academy is dedicated to delivering a balanced and broad curriculum that offers 

opportunities to all pupils. Inclusion is a key priority in our classrooms ensuring that pupils are offered 

learning that is tailored to their needs, and that these experiences are valued and shared with their 

peers. We celebrate each other’s individualities and differences. We are fortunate enough to have 

practitioners who have engaged with Nottingham Trent University in EDI qualifications to ensure that 

our practice and environment is unique – just like our children. 

 

 

Clover Leys celebrates diversity in all areas of the curriculum. All are welcome and all belong. 



Our School day 

Lunchtimes 

Lunchtimes at Clover Leys are a time to develop social skills, have fun, exercise and enjoy a healthy 

delicious meal. Menus are published on our parent communication platform and all food allergies and 

dietary requirements are catered for.  

7.30 am Macs breakfast club 

8.55 am Doors open 

9.00 am Phonics 

 Focused outdoor learning provision 

 Maths  

11.00 am Playtime 

11.45am Lunch 

12.15pm Topic focus [including PE and Forest Schools] 

1.30pm Playtime 

2.00pm Topic focus [including PE and Forest Schools] 

3.00pm  
3.45pm [from 2023] 

 

3.00 pm – 6.00 pm 

3.45pm – 6.00 pm [from 

2023] 

Macs after school club 



Uniform 

We want all of our children to look smart and be ready for their learning each and every day. Our 

School Uniform includes our School Logo on a Bottle Green Sweatshirt/Cardigan, white shirt/polo shirt 

and black trousers or skirt. We also have Bottle Green Coats, but it is fine if your child wants to wear 

their own coat – please ensure that coats are named. Logoed reading book bags are also an essential. 

Our PE kit includes a white polo shirt/T-shirt, black shorts/tracksuit bottoms and black plimsolls/trainers. 

Please label all items of school uniform and PE kit. We can return the items to your child if they are 

named. 

We ask that your child brings a named water bottle in their book bag everyday 

 

Curriculum 

Curriculum Strategy 

Our curriculum at Clover Leys Spencer Academy will be full of ‘WOW’ moments so that learning is real, 

exciting, fun and challenging. It is based on developing growth mind-sets and building on knowledge, 

so is named the EVOLVE curriculum. It will challenge and stimulate our children into asking searching 

questions, shape their learning and enable them to develop into independent critical thinkers and 

learners. The curriculum is based around quality texts. This allows for vocabulary to be developed and a 

love of books and literature to be developed at an early age. The delivery of the curriculum will have a 

strong emphasis on talk, active learning, challenge and independence. 

Building resilience is crucial in ensuring that our children are lifelong learners and have a positive mental 

health and well-being. Children will be helped to develop their growth-mindset through reflection time, 

believing that with hard work and determination, anything can be achieved. 

Varied enrichment opportunities will be provided to all children to consistently enhance their learning 

experiences, and at least one visit or visitor will be used to bring learning to life each half term. Our 

curriculum offers opportunities to inspire creativity and curiosity, and to build aspirations. It is extremely 

important to us that the curriculum unlocks potential in all of the children and allows them to flourish. 

Developing the holistic child is of upmost importance and, with this in mind, we offer a broad and 

balanced curriculum which encompasses academic subjects, sport and music with spiritual, moral, social 

and cultural education. Children will also learn a modern foreign language, typically French or Spanish.  



In Reception, children will follow the Early Years Foundation Stage curriculum with a focus on learning 

through purposeful play, phonics, books and literacy. Extensive use will be made of outdoor learning 

with opportunities to develop reading, writing and numeracy skills woven through all activities. 

 

Curriculum Overview 

EYFS [Reception] 

 Term 1 Term 2 Term 3 Term 4 Term 5 Term 6 

Topic and 

Area of 

Focus 

I am Unique 

[Personal, 

Social and 

Emotional] 

Let’s 

Celebrate 

[Knowledge 

and 

Understanding 

of the World] 

Our 

Wonderful 

World 

[Expressive 

Arts and 

Design] 

 

How Does 

Your 

Garden 

Grow? 

[Forest 

Schools] 

 

Adventures 

Above and 

Below the 

Clouds 

[Knowledge 

and 

Understanding 

of the World] 

Let’s Go on 

a Journey 

[Physical 

Activity and 

Personal 

Social and 

Emotional]  

 

Year 1 

 Term 1 and 2 Term 3 and 4 Term 5 and 6 

Topic and Area of 

Focus 

Once Upon a Time…. 

[Literacy] 

Heroes 

[PSHE and History] 

Growing Up Green 

[Science] 

 

Year 2 

 Term 1 and 2 Term 3 and 4 Term 5 and 6 

Topic and Area of 

Focus 

Transport 

[Science and History] 

We are Britain 

[Geography and British 

Values] 

The Seaside 

[Geography and 

Science] 

 

A detailed description of our curriculum can be found at: www.cloverleysspencer.com 



 

 

Building a Community 

At Clover Leys we believe passionately that children, parents and staff belong to a learning community. 

On a regular basis parents/carers and visitors from the local community, including community 

governors, will be invited to share the children’s learning. Classes will showcase their best learning with 

children explaining what they have learnt over the half-term. 

We will ensure that there is strong communication with parents and carers. We publish a regular 

newsletter and send messages through Class Dojo to inform parents about the goings on within school. 

We will provide opportunities for parents/carers to come into school to see how their child is 

progressing. Such opportunities include parents’ evenings, activity days and open afternoons. As well as 

our newsletter, we will also tweet and post all the latest information and exciting events from school. 

 

 

 


